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Dear Fellow Volunteers: 
The beginning of a new year brings out a reflective side of even the busiest of us!   
I am reminded on a weekly basis of the wonderful community of volunteers we 

have here at CHI Memorial.  I delight in the prospect of coming in every Monday at 
Hixson and Wednesday at Memorial Glenwood and seeing and talking with all the 
many patients, volunteers, chaplains, staff and everyone who makes up the great 
overall world of CHI Memorial Hospital.   

I am grateful for the gift of laughter, the curiosity that leads to more knowledge of 
the on-going development of healthcare in our community, for the kindness of 
strangers, the gifts of our physicians, the caring of our nurses, technicians and various 
assistants on the team that make CHI Memorial such a wonderful place to work and 
volunteer. I do love the camaraderie of my fellow volunteers and the meeting, 
greeting, and assisting of patients and visitors.    

With the help of the Lord and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we have made it 
through the worst of COVID.  We can be 
thankful for the many miracles of science 
and the fortitude and persistence of our 
administrators as they have guided us 
through this tumultuous time.  

I hope all our Volunteers had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving, a Blessed and 
Holy Christmas, and have begun a Happy 
New Year.  May the holidays have given us 
time to rest with old movies, popcorn, 
plenty of snuggles with grandchildren and 
loved ones and prayers for peace in our 
communities and our world. 

      Jim O’Connell, Auxiliary President 
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Message from Auxiliary President Jim O’Connell

Employees and Volunteers, 
On behalf of our entire Executive Leadership Team, I thank each of you for your 

tireless devotion to CHI Memorial’s healing ministry.   
As we walked together through another challenging year, we learned again the 

strength we possess as a team with God’s guidance.  Your dedication to each other 
and our ministry is inspiring. I offer this prayer and reflection. 

We thank you, Father, for the abundance of your gifts. We know our experiences 
have added to our growth and understanding.  Let us acknowledge the promise of 
the future, anticipating good for our ministry.  In the present moment, let us look on 
our world in gratefulness.  Let us see much good for which to give thanks.  

Let us be thankful for our family, our friends, the patients and families we serve; 
our colleagues and volunteers and for all that life brings to us. May we live this 
and every day in thanksgiving! 

    Janelle Reilly, Market Chief Executive Officer 

Message of  Thanks from CHI Memorial CEO

Auxiliary President Jim O’Connell, and 
Past President Judy Hall enjoyed the 
recent Advancements in Healthcare 
Seminar (see page 13).
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Hello to all our very special volunteers!  You are so appreciated! 
 This has been a challenging year for the Fundraising Committee with several changes in our sites and dates and 

having to take great care to work within the Covid guidelines. We have to commend Jean Payne, Tessa Long, Julie 
Touché for organizing this committee and helping us raise funds for our beloved hospital. 

The system-wide shutdown of Information Services at CHI Memorial even 
affected the Auxiliary sales. The Collective Goods sale had to be postponed to 
November, but it had a total sales of $14,677.31 with a rebate of $2,201.66.   

Another favorite vendor, Masquerade $5, was on our Glenwood campus in 
December, and many purchased stocking stuffers. It had total net sales of $9,515 
with a rebate of $1,903. 

We were able to hold an on-line sale with Retail Concepts in November, and 
many took advance of their quality items giving us net sales of $4,409.52 with a 
rebate of $881.90. Southern Comfort Linens on-line sale in December had net sales 
of $3,669.56 with a rebate of $733.91. Shopping from home is convenient. 

Tish and I are so grateful for the support of the Volunteer Services staff, for our 
excellent vendors, and for those of you who volunteer your time to make these sales 
successful.  We couldn't do this without you. 

   Respectfully submitted, 
    Tish Barlew 
    Carol McCamish 

CHI Memorial Auxiliary Board
OFFICERS SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS

President Jim O’Connell Ooltewah Imaging/Women’s Center/PT
Primary Health Clinics Alyce Scott

Vice President Debbie McClanahan Cancer/MEL/Cancer Resource Ctrs. Sue Culpepper

Communications Secretary Joyce Dick Entrance A Info Desk/Cardiac 
    Services/HR/Employee Health

Doug Jones

Recording Secretary Susan Potts MHH Info Desk/Admin Office/Nursing Units Carol Barnett

Financial Officer Barbara Kramer MHH Imaging/MHH MEL/MHH Nutrition Georgene Gunnon

Parliamentarian Judy Hall Georgia Campus/Parkway Campus Brenda Wrape

Surgery Services Entrance Info Desk Don Baker

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS Surgery Waiting Area/CVICU/Pet Therapy Debby Williams

Fundraising Carol McCamish,  
Tish Barlew

Service Excellence Rounding on   
Nursing Floors

Scholarship Debbie McClanahan Outpatient Entrance/Cart 
Drivers

Dianne Doyle

Auxiliary Fund Raising Report

Fundraising Committee Co-chairs Carol McCamish 
and Tish Barlew recently enjoyed the Advancements 
in Healthcare Seminar. (See pages 9-11)

Guest Services Manager Julie Touché 
found the Masquerade Sale a good 
place to get items like a watch band 
and a few small toys for stocking 
stuffers.  Having the sale in the lobby 
in front of the gift shop attracted more 
walk-through customers than usual. 
Staff, visitors, and volunteers enjoyed 
bargain prices right before Christmas.
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    Because of her exceptional 
leadership and ability to inspire people 
in unique ways, CHI Memorial’s CEO 
Janelle Reilly has been tapped for 
community and state leadership and 
honored with local and national awards. 
     She is the new Chair of the 
Tennessee Hospital Association’s 
(THA) Board of Directors and the 
2022-23 Board Chair of the 
Chattanooga Chamber.  
    Janelle’s recent awards include the 
American Hospital Association (AHA) 

Most Valuable PAC Player Award (for 
working to strengthen relationships with legislators) and a 
Woman of Distinction of Greater Chattanooga Award.  

Keynote Speaker at the DEI (Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion) Unity Breakfast at Six18 Restaurant and Lounge, 

Janelle shared her career journey in a lively discussion 
moderated by Nicole Brown, manager of Community 
Benefits and Diversity for CHI Memorial.  

She was also featured in the Chamber Trend Magazine in 
an article “Leading the Way Toward a Healthy Future.” She 
talks of her move to Chattanooga, leadership, and the 
wisdom she wishes to pass down to young adults. 

You can watch our CEO’s interview at the DEI: Women's 
Unity Breakfast on YouTube by searching for DEI Chamber 
Luncheon Chattanooga.  A search for Janelle Reilly Trend 
magazine will bring up the article “Leading the Way.”  

What Janelle says on forgiving herself for not doing it all: 
 I have to remember I am not expected to know 

everything; I’m expected to get things done. I tend to look 
around to see who could do something well. I try to let the 
experts do their jobs and work with them to find solutions. 

We have amazing talent at CHI Memorial. I cannot praise 
the 4,600 healthcare workers at CHI Memorial enough. They 
were heroes through the COVID-19 pandemic and continue 
to work miracles every day to ensure the trust of each patient 
and the entire community. 

Volunteers are the “secret sauce” at  CHI Memorial; 
they are phenomenal. They have been captains of industry, 
doctors, teachers, business leaders; they are highly 
intelligent, professional, and compassionate. 

The most powerful reward of my work is the opportunity 
to make a difference in someone’s life or in an entire 
community. Healthcare is meaningful work that presents 
new, stimulating challenges every day.  

We are working to achieve health equity, to make it 
possible for everyone to attain their full health potential, and  
as a community, we can work together to address historic 
and ongoing poverty, structural racism, and discrimination.

CEO Janelle Reilly Accepts Leadership Roles; Awards

Janelle’s family and many associates were on hand to cheer her 
recognition. Pictured are Janelle, son Joe, husband Pat, Sister 
Judy Raley, Brad Pope, Larry Schumacher, Julie Brandao, and 
Janelle’s daughter Molly Reilly.

Patti Dungan, CHI 
Memorial volunteer 
on the Foundation 
Board, was honored 
as a Woman of 
Distinction.

Nicole Brown, CHI Memorial Manager of Community Benefits 
and Diversity, facilitated a discussion with CEO Janelle Reilly at 
the Chamber’s DEI Unity Breakfast sitting on white thrones. You 
can listen to it on YouTube (DEI: Women’s Unity Breakfast.)

CEO Janelle Reilly

Event Honors Outstanding Women 
Two women serving CHI Memorial 

were among 10 outstanding women in 
Chattanooga recognized at the 29th 
annual luncheon - CEO Janelle Reilly and 
Foundation Board Member Patti Dungan. 
A human resources leader, Patti guided 
and inspired many on their professional 
and personal journey at several area 
businesses. She volunteers with CHI 
Memorial, Catholic Charities, and other 
organizations vital to our community. 

 Proceeds this year went to the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library to enrich the 
lives of thousands of children by gifting 
books to children from birth to age five.
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Happy New Year to all! Each New Year brings about change and a 
whole new calendar ahead with many opportunities. We recently had a 
leadership workshop that centered on "finding the beauty in change.”  
The reflective team building exercise with all of us together for the first 
time in a few years was wonderful - very inspirational and productive.  

These past few years we have all been through massive changes 
unparalleled to previous years. It has been more than challenging in just 
about every way --- managing Covid and all the changes and challenges 
related to that. Then we faced the cyber attack which challenged every 
aspect of our healthcare delivery. Yet we all worked through these 
challenges as a team to keep our ministry strong and alive, and I have 
witnessed the beauty, endurance, compassion and passion in each of you! 

The Volunteer Christmas Reception was one of the recent 
changes we faced this past year, and it turned out to be beautiful. We were 
excited we would be able to celebrate together. Then we learned the 
venue we have reserved for years at Notre Dame High School was 
undergoing renovations and would not be ready in time. Notre Dame 
offered the use of their main campus cafeteria dining hall as an option, 
but there were concerns about the space not being large enough or 
accessible enough for our guests. Also, with the transition in our food 
services contract, we no longer had catering resources in-house and we 
had never used Pedestal Foods for a catering event. We hoped they 
would be able to provide the amazing food and service we had always 
experienced before. 

This Christmas Reception has always been one of my favorite 
celebrations honoring our wonderful volunteers, and we wanted to 
continue the tradition of having this celebration be extra special in every way. We hoped the changes we had to make 
were good ones, and we were a little nervous. I am happy to say - based on your feedback and personal experience, our 
Volunteer Christmas Reception was one of the best we have ever had. Many of you and staff members present gave rave 
reviews!  It was fantastic fellowship in every way and the food, service, venue  and decor were all amazing. (see page 5) 
We are looking forward to next year's celebration and we hope to see you all there the first Sunday in December 2023! 

Hospital Awards: This issue is full of many stories that show the beauty that has been found in change. As difficult 
as these past few years have been, it amazes me CHI Memorial has been able to soar in so many ways and receive so 
many awards for safety and quality and more. This year CHI Memorial has also been recognized nationally as a Top 
Hospital, one of only 32 in the General Hospitals Category. (See page 11)  Thank you for your role in contributing to our 
success.  As our CEO Janelle Reilly always says, " Our volunteers are our secret sauce!"  I couldn't agree more. 

A few updates as we plan ahead: First off, I am thrilled we have gotten the certificate of need and are able to 
move ahead and build the new Georgia Hospital! (see page 19)  I am also excited to say we are going to be able to 
implement our meal plan for satellite facilities to our volunteers serving at the Georgia Hospital Campus and Battlefield 
Parkway by the end of February. Once the Georgia Hospital is built, they will have food options on campus.  

In-Service Education: Last year we made changes in our annual in-services education and offered several "poster 
fair sessions."  It worked beautifully and we plan to offer those again in coming months so stay tuned.  We are also in the 
planning stages preparing for our student volunteers this summer. Julie Touché and Tessa Long have lots of great ideas for 
a new look with this program, and we are very excited and will share that news soon. 

In closing, one thing that does not change is the beauty I find in each of you and the beauty you share every day 
through your actions and love shown to those we serve and all those around you and your dedication to our ministry.   

Thank you for being such a wonderful part of our CHI Memorial family! 

“Finding the Beauty in Change . . .”

Guest Services Manager Julie Touché, Volunteer 
Coordinator Tessa Long, and Volunteer Director 
Jean Payne have adjusted to many changes in the 
past year and have found beauty in the support of 
the amazing volunteers at CHI Memorial. 

Jean’s Jazz  
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Volunteers Feast, Fellowship at Christmas 

Allan Lewis and Pam 
O’Connell

Auxiliary Officers and Leadership: Sherry Fusco, Jennifer 
Nicely, Jim O’Connell, Brad Pope, Debbie McClanahan, Betsy 
Kammerdiener. Judy Hall and Dr. Matthew Kodsi

Gerald and Charlita 
Wellington

Catering Crew and Chef Dale at Notre Dame “making s’mores”

Bennie and Margaret 
Rollins

Bobbie and Gene Burnett

 Pam Lawson and her 
niece Melissa Edgeman, 
“who is like a daughter!”

Pam and Michael 
Reeves Lucretia DeMatteo, Tom 

Mazzone

Tony and Kay Giggy

Karen and Jerry White

Lynda and John DiPrima

“How wonderful to see so many volunteers in festive mood and festive attire at 
our Christmas Reception in the Notre Dame High School dining room,” says 
Volunteer Director Jean Payne. “More than 175 were able to attend and enjoy the 
fellowship and the feast that Pedestal Foods prepared for us. The large area was 
beautifully decorated, and Chef Dale Williams and his team were awesome.” 

“In addition to prime rib, jumbo shrimp cocktail, and shrimp and grits served 
martini style, we had a dip station, a wonderful assortment of fruit, cheese, and 
veggies, pecan crusted chicken bites, spanakopita, turkey pinwheels with fruit 
chutney, chorizo stuffed mushrooms, spring rolls, and chocolate fondue." 

“The s’mores were fun even if not made over an open fire.” 
“We all sincerely hope our amazing volunteers know how much we 

appreciate them and know they are a very important part of our team at CHI 
Memorial. We love celebrating you in this special way.”

Jean Payne, Nicole Brown, Linda 
Thompson, and Felicia Pierce

Sister Judy Raley and 
Karen Sloan

Wayne Gratigny, Patty 
Koopmans, Doug Jones

Jerry White, Martha Green, Jean, Brenda Wrape

Don and Rhonda Abbott 
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 In November 2022, Scott Miller had nearly 2000 
volunteer hours on the Glenwood campus of CHI Memorial 
and enjoyed coming three days a week to work at Main 
Entrance to the hospital and the CHI Heart Institute. Then 
East Ridge Mayor Brian Williams called to see if Scott 
would accept an interim position as City Manager, and Scott 
chose to pause his volunteering. 

Scott went before the East Ridge City Council in 
November and was unanimously voted Interim City 
Manager. He went to work the next week.  

   “Since I had retired from that 
position four years ago,” Scott 
explains, “I was well-aware of 
the infrastructure projects and 
economic development and 
familiar with administration 
procedures. We had been 
planning several projects, 
including sidewalks on 
Ringgold Road, and this would 
give me an opportunity to watch 
the construction.” 
   The Mayor says Scott was 
the perfect candidate, having 
had experience with the city 
administration. “Before he 

retired, Miller played a great role in economic development 
in East Ridge. He will be able to hop right into this.”  

Scott has actually had over 44 years in municipal 
government, 42 of those years as city manager in various 
cities. “I’ve worked in cities as far north as Chicago, as far 
south as Miami, as far west as Leavenworth, and as far east 
as Philadelphia. I’ve worked in 10 cities in six states.” 

Born and raised in Pittsburgh, Scott was a product of the 
steel mills. “I worked my way through college during 
summer and breaks. By the time he finished his bachelor’s 
degree in business administration at Ohio Northern, he 
knew he wanted to work in local government as a city 
manager. He completed a master’s with a focus on urban 
executive management at the University of Pittsburgh 
Graduate School of Public and International Affairs.  

If a city can be compared to a company, then a city 
manager is like a chief executive officer, charged with 
overseeing daily affairs of the city, maintaining the budget, 
implementing city council laws, ensuring utilities and 
services are running smoothly, coordinating city 
development projects, and managing the staff.  

“I started as assistant city manager and finance director 
in Monroeville, Pennsylvania,” Scott says. “I was there two 
years and got my own city in Lower Providence Township – 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, which included part of the 
national park.”  

“Each city has different 
challenges. I have supervised a 
lot of building projects in 
different places – a police 
department, water treatment 
facility, convention center, city 
hall, public safety building for 
police and fire departments, a 
jail, parks and recreation. Some 
cities in Florida were 
responsible for a beach; in 
Georgia, we managed a 
power company and 
convention center. I have 
been through natural 
disaster like when 
Hurricane Andrew hit 
Florida. It was a challenge 
to reestablish all services.” 

“I loved the challenges 
and the great people I 
worked with.” 

His first retirement 
came in 2015 after eight 
years as City Manager of 
Leavenworth, Kansas, where 
the city had dealings with the penitentiary and the U.S. 
Veteran’s Administration which operates the Dwight D. 
Eisenhower VA Medical Center and Fort Leavenworth. 
Eisenhower trained at the U.S. Army Command and 
General Staff College in Leavenworth. 

“I bought a house in the mountains in Waynesville, 
North Carolina, thinking I’d enjoy life without the pressure 
and time for hobbies like golf, but in less than six months I 
was bored,” Scott says. “When I found out about an opening 
in East Ridge, I moved here in 2016 to take the position.” 

Scott chose to retire again in 2018 because of medical 
issues with his heart and lungs. That’s when he first got 
acquainted with CHI Memorial. “I had several procedures at 
the hospital and at the Heart Institute that alleviated my 
problems. Overall, it was a great experience with excellent 
care, and I decided I would like to volunteer. I will be back 
at my volunteer assignments as soon as a permanent City 
Manager is hired in East Ridge.” 

Scott still enjoys lots of golf and has participated in 
Memorial’s Golf Tournament. Fitness has always been 
important to him, and he has a renewed focus on heart 
health. He is an Elder at Second Presbyterian Church and 
serves as clerk of Sessions, taking care of minutes, agendas, 
correspondence, etc.  

Scott’s 33-year-old son recently moved from Cleveland, 
Ohio, to North Miami. 

Volunteer Scott Miller Becomes Interim East Ridge City Manager

Scott Miller in his office as Interim 
City Manager of East Ridge.Scott Miller served as East 

Ridge City Manager from   
2016 to 2018.
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    If Ooltewah Volunteer Lea 
Calkins tells you she doesn’t have 
much of a story, don’t believe her. 
Get her to tell you of moving all 
over California, attending five 
different elementary schools and 
three high schools as her father 
Leo’s sales job required. She 
learned to adjust to new situations, 
love meeting people, and make 
friends wherever she was.  
    Born near San Francisco, she 
graduated from high school in 
Long Beach and a junior college 
in Ventura before going to Chico 
to the State University for a degree 
in elementary education. 
    “That’s where I met my husband 
Gary, also in education,” Lea says. 

“We got married just before I graduated. Then he taught 
middle school, and I taught elementary school.” 

But not for long. Gary was soon recruited by the United 
States State Department as a special agent.  

“We moved to San Francisco where he was a local 
agent; then he became a foreign agent based in London. We 
had two children when moved to London. When he 
volunteered to serve in Saigon, providing security services 
to U. S. Embassy personnel, the children and I returned to 
Ventura, and our third child was born.” 

When Gary returned from Vietnam, the family moved to 
Mexico City. Lea found the people there quite hospitable 
and enjoyed special functions at the embassy.  

“The State Department provided us with a maid, which 
made it fun to entertain, though our guests often kept 
different time schedules,” Lea says. “We set one dinner to 
begin at 6 and some people came at 10.” 

Some frightening incidents during their second year, 

caused Gary to send the family back to the states. He was 
then recruited to cover Columbia and Peru.  

“After our fourth child was born, he decided to stay in the 
states and work for Border Patrol. We moved to Imperial 
Beach near San Diego,” Lea says.   

Gary’s next role as an undercover narcotics agent gave 
her many sleepless nights. “Many times he couldn’t tell us 
where he was or contact us. We didn’t have cell phones, and 
it was too risky for him to use a pay phone.” 

When a friend asked Gary to go into business with him as 
a butcher, the family moved to Napa, California, wine 
country. “The beef business was very successful until people 
began to cut back on eating red meat,” Lea says. 

A job in Security for American Hospital Supply took 
them to Illinois, until Ryder asked Gary to come to Miami, 
where they lived several years. Then Gary became Manager 
of Security for Savanah River Site in Aiken, SC, and they 
relocated to nearby North Augusta, SC. 

“Wherever we went, we found good schools and 
welcoming churches,” Lea says. “The children learned to 
make friends easily, and I could work in most places - 
teaching or substitute teaching or taking office jobs. In North 
Augusta, I returned to teaching middle school and earned my 
master’s degree. Our two oldest entered college and our 
youngest two graduated from high school.  

Orlando was next, and then Rockwood, Tennessee, until 
Gary had to undergo major surgery on his leg and decided to 
do consulting or investigative work from home.  

“By this time, we had children and grandchildren in the 
Chattanooga area and loved the beauty of the area and the 
people,” Lea says. “So, we moved here and love it. I still 
love meeting new people and have friends and memories of 
many places. The family is close and we get together often. ” 

Volunteering at CHI Memorial Ooltewah brings new 
people into Lea’s life. She also enjoys a sewing group at St. 
Stephens, making a wide variety of items for the homeless, 
veterans, new mothers, hospice, nursing homes and more.

“I Guess It Has Been Kind of  a Wild Ride”

Daughter Lisa, RN (right) 
works for Hospice of 
Chattanooga. She and son 
Sam were at Benton Falls.

Eldest son Andy (right), retired military, 
works in Huntsville at Redstone Arsenal. 
He is pictured with his daughter Jordan 
and son Jaxson. 

Lea Calkins and husband 
Gary recently had Covid 
complications in the family 
and encourage everyone    
to take precautions. 

Daughter Kari (right) is a 
CNA in Grovetown, GA. 
She and her son Grover 
are at Cloudland Canyon.

Youngest son Jeremy (left), a physical 
therapist for the Center for Sports 
Medicine and his wife Andrea, a 
nuclear technologist for CHI 
Memorial, are with their son Jacob 
and daughter Skylar in Jasper.  

The Calkins Family Moved Often, But Stayed Close. Children and Grandchildren Now Live Near Here
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Cindy Mills, new Market Vice 
President of Oncology and Specialty 
Service Lines, was born in California, 
and grew up on a soybean farm in 
Georgia. She remembers as being 
God-sent a teacher who took an 
interest in her, encouraged her, and 
picked her up to go shopping or for 
special activities and became a friend.  

“We were very close; she gave me 
confidence,” Cindy says. “Years later, 
when I was doing respiratory therapy 
near where I used to live, I was given 
a new patient with a familiar name. 
Sure enough, it was her husband, and 
in that moment, I was able to give 
back in a small way, and I knew God 
had called me to do healthcare.” 

When grandchildren brought her 
and her husband Terry to Chattanooga 
in 2015, she fell in love with CHI 
Memorial and the people here and 
again felt called. By that time, she had 
gotten a business degree at Shorter 
College and was ready to take on a 
progression of responsibility in 
leadership positions.  

She was recently promoted from 
Director of Operations in Oncology to 
Vice President, responsible for the 
day-to-day management of Oncology 
Services, helping department 
managers and directors set and meet 
strategic performance goals, tracking 
metrics, developing growth strategies, 

recruiting specialty physicians, and 
doing whatever is needed to help them 
achieve their vision for their 
programs. 

“We are blessed with such amazing 
physician talent,” Cindy says. “A 
passion of mine is to help them 
achieve what they want. Do they need 
staff or equipment? Can we help with 
marketing? We want to provide the 
resources they need to serve their 
patients in the best ways that align 
with our mission. If there is a patient 
issue or concern, I do trouble 
shooting.” 

Cindy has also just finished her 
first year working on a degree in law. 
“ I am thinking about retirement, and 
how I truly want to continue to help 
others as I grow older,” she says. “I 
know I will still want to use my 
experience and knowledge and talents. 
Talking to Christie Burbank, a 
corporate counsel for CHI Memorial, 
I know there are many opportunities 
in law.”  

“Law forces you to look at all 
sides of an issue to discover what your 
position is. I am learning a lot.”  

Cindy and Terry, a regional sales 
manager for Ford, married in 2004, 
and he adopted her two children.  

Their son Josh is finance manager 
for a car dealership in Perdida Keys, 
Florida. He and his wife Angel have 
three dogs – an Italian greyhound, a 
boxer, and a chihuahua.  

Daughter Shawna lives in 
Ringgold, a stay-at-home mom to 
Olivia (11) and Luke (7), who are 
very involved in sports, which means 
practices and traveling to games. 
Shawn’s husband Danny Fay is 
project manager for Icon Mechanical. 

Cindy and Terry love their  home 
on the Hiwassee River and spend 
hours on their boat, often with their 
grandchildren or friends. They also 
enjoy camping and recently purchased 
a Fifth Wheel RV to take some of the 
conveniences of home with them at a 
moment’s notice. Tellico Plains, the 
Pigeon Forge area, and Ellijay are 
favorite places. They have also taken 
the grandchildren to Hilton Head and 
Orange Beach, near their son Josh. 

“We enjoy 
cruises and 
traveling almost 
anywhere, but 
one of our best 
trips was our first 
road trip in the 
RV in October. 
On our way to 
and from Niagara 
Falls, we saw the 
most stunning colors in every 
direction – rolling hills and color all 
along the way. We are planning 
another trip in the spring, looking 
possibly at Missouri, Mount 
Rushmore, and Colorado. 

Miniature Schnauzers: Beau and Nash

Serenity in Nature 
restores, soothes

Grandchildren Luke and Olivia enjoy 
boating and other sports. (Below) Luke (7) 
has advanced to Senior Yellow Belt in 
Karate and Olivia (11) displays her softball 
game ring for a winning game.

Camping allowsTerry and Cindy Mills to enjoy  
the natural beauty of our world.

Cindy Sees ‘God Moments’ Leading Her
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Seminar on Lung Cancer Gets Personal - and Technical
 Volunteer Tom Gribben thinks a lung scan saved his life, and Tom was 

front and center when he knew the three physicians involved in his 
diagnosis and treatment of lung cancer were all speaking at the recent 
Advancements in Healthcare seminar for volunteers and Friends of CHI 
Memorial. He had just returned to volunteering.  

Here’s the story: Seven years ago at age 64, Tom wanted to run another 
half-marathon. His wife Theresa suggested he get his heart checked first. 
Finding some calcification of the arteries (which didn’t prevent Tom from 
running), the cardiologist began scheduling Tom for a checkup every year 
to monitor his arteries.  

This year at 71, his check-up looked good. But the cardiologist then 
said, “It’s been a while since you had a cat scan. I think it would be a good 

idea.” 
    A few hours later, Tom was 
told he had a spot on his lung, 
and he was scheduled with 
Interventional Pulmonologist Dr. Krish Bhadra, who performed a minimally-
invasive biopsy. Thoracic Surgeon Rob Headrick surgically removed the upper 
right lobe of Tom’s lung without having to open his chest. Critical Care Medical 
Director Dr. Jesse Tucker provided care in the hospital. The three physicians are 
part of CHI Memorial’s Lung Cancer Center of Excellence. 
    “Besides taking out the lobe,” Tom says, “Dr. Headrick also harvested 15 
lymph nodes, and three came back positive for cancer. That moved my cancer 
from Stage 1 to Stage 3-A, and I had to have four rounds of chemo over a four 
month period, a horrible experience.” 

“But I am so grateful for these doctors and Memorial’s Lung Program,” 
Tom says. “I’m sure if I had waited til I had symptoms, it would have 
been too late.”  

Mobile Lung CT Coach Screening Is Working 
Dr. Headrick cited sobering statistics about why early detection is so 
important:  “One person in Tennessee dies from lung cancer every two 
hours and it’s likely to be a woman. We can change those statistics with 
early diagnosis. We know screening works." 
With the heaviest concentration of deaths from lung cancer in areas 
without easy access to imaging centers, Dr. Headrick thought of a mobile 
van that could take the scan to the people who needed it.  
Getting the van designed and built was harder than he thought, and the 
scans have had some surprising results. “The #1 thing we found was 
severe heart disease, the #1 cause of death. We also found osteoporosis, 

aortic artery aneurysms which can be managed medically, and lung cancer.” 
The Mobile Unit now includes a faster low-dose CT Scanner, and the scan can be sent to the hospital, be analyzed  by a 

radiologist with the results back in 30 minutes.  
“Lives are being saved,” Dr. Headrick says. The Breathe Easy 

mobile lung CT coach serves 17 counties in Tennessee and eight 
counties in North Georgia.  

The mobile lung-screening program is getting national attention. 
Dr. Headrick received a request from the White House to be part of 
President Biden’s Cancer Moonshot program that he first launched as 
Vice President following the death of his son Beau from brain cancer. 

   (Seminar story continued on Page 10) 

At the Advances in Healthcare Seminar, Tom 
Gribben (center) was able to thank the doctors who 
gave him life. He is pictured here with Kathy Mahn 
(left) and Sue Culpepper (right).

Drs. Jesse Tucker, Steven Dowlen, Krish Bhadra

Sue and Lee Culpepper, Dr. Rob Headrick, Pam Schulman, 
and Barbara Gepgard
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Dr. Headrick says, “We need to reach 
people, especially the next generation, 
with awareness of lung cancer, to 
change the perception, and get students 
thinking about medical careers and 
problem solving.” 

The White Ribbon Project is helping  
change public perception by sparking 
conversations about lung cancer. Large 
white ribbons, the symbol of lung cancer 
are being displayed everywhere, and Dr. 
Headrick wears bright colored socks with 
white ribbons. 

“When people ask about my socks, I 
can talk to them about the risks and my 
hope for reducing lung cancer deaths.” 

“For the past two years we have 
chosen a school, had students make large 
white ribbons, and distributed them to 
Champions for Lung Cancer,” Dr. 
Headrick says. Last year former NFL 
linebacker Chris Draft joined Dr. 
Headrick at Notre Dame High School. 
Draft became a lung cancer advocate after 
losing his wife to lung cancer.  

During Lung Cancer Awareness Month 
in 2022, Dr. Headrick engaged Baylor 
students in the White Ribbon project. 
Students also learned the steps of lung 
cancer screening, diagnosis and 
treatment.  “We want to challenge them to 
think about medical or engineering 
careers and what they can do to help solve 
the problem of lung cancer.”    

“If you have lungs you can get lung 
cancer,” Dr. Headrick says.  

Pulmonologist and Critical Care 
Director Dr. Jesse Tucker told 
volunteers and Friends of CHI 

Memorial that while in public health, he 
became concerned about severe acute 
respiratory failure and specialized in 
pulmonary and critical care.  

“When COVID-19 hit, I felt I had 
been preparing for it,” Dr. Tucker said.  
But Covid was brutal. “We are just 
getting the data on the long-term effects 
and we still have much to learn about 
how it will affect people in the future.” 
CHI Memorial’s Most Severe Case 

Covid struck Chief of Police Johnny 
Scearce of Blue Ridge, Georgia, in 
September 2020. He was admitted to 
Fannin Regional Hospital with severe 
viral pneumonia and discharged with 
oxygen on October 22. He came back in 
respiratory distress two days later and 
was transferred to CHI Memorial. 

“He was crashing and had to be 
intubated,” Dr. Tucker says. “His lungs 
were filling up and infection was eating 
through lung tissue. He was placed on 
W-ECMO (extra-corporeal membrane 
oxygenation), the highest level of care.”  

The ECMO machine pumps and 
oxygenates a patient’s blood outside the 
body, allowing the heart and lungs to 
rest. In November, the sheriff went into 
septic shock, had a tracheotomy and 
was put on continuous dialysis. To 
repair the leak in his lung, Dr. Bhadra 
contacted medical manufacturers and 
received valves to close up the leak.  

“We still didn’t see much improve-
ment, but he was hanging on. We 
reached out to see about a transplant, 
but he was too sick 
for the surgical 
procedure. We were 
concerned, but gave 
the family the time 
they wanted.” 

In December, the 
sheriff slowly 
improved. He came 
off ECMO and 
continuous dialysis, 
and on Christmas 
Eve, he was 
transferred out of 

ICU. In early January, the holes in the 
lung had healed and the valves were 
taken out; the trach was removed.  

“On January 4, we gave him an 
honor walk with physicians and 
employees lining the halls as he was 
discharged to rehab still on oxygen. 

“He was hospitalized, motionless in 
bed, for three months while a fantastic 
team cared for him: 11 physician 
specialists, nurses, therapists, ECMO 
specialists, chaplains, technicians, EV 
personnel. I couldn’t be more proud,” 
Dr. Tucker says. “We also had a 
supportive administration, a dedicated 
family, and a motivated patient.” 

While Johnny was still on oxygen, 
he ran for office and was sworn in 
again; he has been Chief of Police for 
31 years. The people of Blue Ridge 
lined the streets when their sheriff rode 
home in February with a police escort. 

 (Seminar continued on page 11) 

Honoring Champions for Lung Cancer; Police Chief  Who Survived Covid  
(Seminar Continued)

After 94 days in the hospital with COVID-19, Police Chief Johnny 
Scearce was given an Honor Walk as he left for rehab. People in 
Blue Ridge held prayer vigils and fundraisers for Scearce and re-
elected him to the office he has held for more than 30 years.

Dr. Headrick and former NFL linebacker 
Chris Draft worked together last November 
to create awareness of lung cancer in 
partnership with Notre Dame High School. 
This year Dr. Headrick worked with Baylor.

White Ribbon Project; Continuing Problems of  COVID; Police Chief  Survives Severe Case

Dr. Jesse Tucker poses at the seminar with 
Barbie Standefer, Karen Sloan, and Dr. 
Krish Bhadra. The Buz Standefer Lung 
Center (named in memory of Barbie’s 
husband) was featured at the seminar.
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CHI Memorial’s Buz Standefer Lung Center is one of 
the few medical centers in the United States to have a full 
complement of life-changing technology to address the 
challenging aspect of lung diagnosis and treatment. This 
includes the Ion minimally invasive robotic-assisted 
bronchoscopy system and Cone Beam CT real-time 
navigation - and much more.  

At the Advancements in Healthcare Seminar for 
Volunteers and Friends of CHI Memorial, Interventional 
Pulmonologist Dr. Krish Bhadra explained this 
technology. Dr. Bhadra was one of the first in the world to 
perform the Cone Beam CT bronchoscopy, an advanced 
technology that is enhancing diagnostic yield of biopsies of 
difficult peripheral lung lesions.  

Professors and physicians from major teaching medical 
centers including Harvard, Stanford, Johns’ Hopkins, Baylor 
and Northwester have come to see how he works with his 
team. The director of interventional pulmonology at 
Vanderbilt says, “Fortunately, somebody is pioneering the 
way for this type of lung biopsy, and he happens to be right 
here in Chattanooga.” 

Guests at the seminar were able to see in a video how Dr. 
Bhadra maneuvers an ultra-thin catheter far into the 
peripheral lung. 

“Traditionally it has been difficult to obtain a biopsy 
from the center of the lesion or tumor,” he says. “Essentially 
every lung nodule is now within reach, and the 3D CT 
technology leads to a higher level of accuracy. The system 
has unmatched stability and precision.” 

The catheter can articulate 180 degrees in any direction 
to pass through small, difficult-to-navigate airways and 
around tight bends to reach all 18 segments of the lung. 
Once in the desired position, the catheter locks in place, and 

a flexible 
biopsy needle 
deploys into 
the target 
location.  

“We have 
placed it 
accurately into 
the lesion 99% 
of the time and 
touched the 
lesion the other 1%.  A positive diagnosis is 100% accurate.  

“We have the highest volume in ion robotic 
bronchoscopy nationwide, and our volumes are increasing. 
Currently we are doing 700 biopsies a year, and we need to 
recruit more help. We need additional equipment for another 
robotic room and more physicians.” Friends of CHI 
Memorial are helping to provide funding for these needs. 

Lung cancer is a leading cause of cancer deaths. 

Life-Changing Technology at the Buz Standefer Lung Center  (Seminar Continued)

Above Dr. Bhadra uses a controller to navigate a catheter through 
narrow passage ways to the lesion. Below you can see the catheter 
in the lung. CHI Memorial’s team offers precise diagnosis and 
staging, and advanced treatment option to help people in the 
Chattanooga area fight cancer and win.

CHI Memorial leaders traveled to Washington, D.C. to receive the Top 
Hospital Award. Chief Medical Officer Dr. Matthew Kodsi, Chief Nursing 
Officer Sherry Fusco, Market Director of Quality Karen Frank, CEO of The 
Leapfrog Group Leah Binder, and Market CEO Janelle Reilly. “This 
outstanding achievement is only possible because everyone at CHI Memorial 
puts the safety and well-being of our patients first,” Janelle emphasizes.

“We are honored to recognize CHI Memorial as 
a Top Hospital this year,” said Leah Binder, 
president and CEO of the Leapfrog Group. “CHI 
Memorial has demonstrated that they truly put 
patients first.” 

The Leapfrog Top Hospital Award is widely 
acknowledged to be one of the most competitive 
awards American hospitals can receive. A national 
watchdog organization, Leapfrog has been the 
toughest standard setter for health care safety and 
quality for 20 years. Their transparency promotes 
high-value care and informed health care choice.  

More than 2,200 hospitals were considered for 
the Top Hospital award. CHI Memorial is one of 32 
general hospitals to receive this distinction.  

CHI Memorial Named a Top Hospital in the Nation for 2022
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Seven years ago, John LaPoint, a retired nuclear manager and Sequoyah Nuclear Plant 
site director, began volunteering at CHI Memorial Hixson. “I realized I had been pretty 
fortunate in life. I had a lot of free time, and was able to do almost anything I wanted,” John 
says. “It was time to give back.” 

John works in the GI Lab at CHI Memorial Hixson. “I interface with lots of people and 
learn to recognize if they are nervous. Sometimes I can get them to laugh and calm them 
down a little. Other times I can reassure them about the procedure. ” 

Born in Syracuse, New York, John went into the Navy right out of High School, and 
became a nuclear manager, operating the reactor on nuclear submarines.  

Nuclear propulsion, being completely independent of air, frees the submarine of the need 
to surface frequently. Its power allows submarines to operate at high speed for long periods 
submerged, unlike diesel-electric powered subs. “Admiral Hyman Rickover got the Navy 
into nuclear ships,” John says.  

Adm. Rickover worked with the Atomic Energy Commission and civilian contractors to 
design the pressurized water reactor for submarine propulsion and led the 
effort to develop the Nautilus (SSN571), the first nuclear-powered submarine, 
at the Electric Boat Company, where John was stationed, building and 
overhauling submarines. When he retired after 20 years, John worked for an 
Architectural Engineering Company as project manager for construction of 
the Nine Mile Point 2 nuclear power plant in upstate New York.  

“In the late 1980s, all TVA nuclear power plants closed. Contractors were 
brought in to get them fixed, and that’s when I came to Chattanooga as deputy 
director and then director at Sequoyah. I left TVA and became a Nuclear 
Facilities Management Consultant, providing services to commercial nuclear 
power plants and Department of Energy nuclear facilities.” 

John married his high school sweetheart, Maureen McCabe, two years 
after he joined the Navy. “I met her when we were nine years old. We had our 
first date when we were 13 and married at 20. Maureen died 12 years ago, six 
months after a diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. We had three children.” 

Son Jay graduated from the Naval Academy and is now a senior manager 
at Sequoyah. He and his wife Kristen have three children – Julianna Maureen, 
Cole, and Madeline. Daughter Kim works for the Department of Energy at 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory. Kim’s daughter Caitlyn recently 
graduated from UT. Daughter Janeanne works for a property management 
company in Charlotte. Her daughters, Alexandrea and Megan, are nurses. 

John and Kathy were married nearly two years ago and enjoy a blended 
family. She has two children, seven grandchildren. and four great 
grandchildren. They also greatly enjoy traveling together. John says, “Our 
goal to make our golden years golden - to travel while we can.” 

On a Southern Caribbean Cruise, John and Kathy 
explored Cartagena, Columbia, on their own and found a 
fantastic restaurant where no one spoke English, but all 
were friendly like these colorfully-dressed ladies.

On a trip that included Greece where Kathy’s 
paternal grandfather was born, John and Kathy 
visited several islands. Both enjoy genealogy. Since 
1989, John has traced family back to the 1400s and 
has a data base of nearly 150,000. 

Retired Nuclear Manager Volunteers, Travels Extensively

Married less that two years, John 
and Kathy visited 13 countries and 
80 cities in 2022 In 2023 their 
major trip will take them to eight 
European countries.

John with most of his grandchildren: Megan Schafer Plyant, Caitlin Dixon 
McDonough, Madeline Pittman, Cole and Julianna LaPoint, and Alex Schafer
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The dream of Chattanooga citizens of a hospital with a 
heart of spirituality came true when the Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth opened CHI Memorial in 1952. The Clinical 
Pastoral Education Program (CPE), with funding from CHI 
Memorial Auxiliary, demonstrates the hospital’s 
commitment to continuing that excellence in spiritual care. 

“How wonderful to have a program which strengthens 
spiritual support,” says VP of Quality Karen Frank. “The 
students learn the nuances of ministering to the spirit with 
physiological insight and human kindness, guided by a 
highly qualified director and our professional chaplains.” 

Director Bill Hawkins, who developed the curriculum 
and provides instruction, rejoices in taking final steps to full 
accreditation, a nearly 100% placement rate of students, an 
outstanding group of five serving as 
full-time resident chaplains while 
completing CPE requirements, and 
possibly expanding the program with 
another educator. 

CPE student Russ McDonald Jr., 
who has two master’s degrees, says, 
“CPE is a totally different educational 
process. Theological education 
doesn’t touch on learning how to 
interact with people effectively.”  

“CPE forces you to look deep into 
yourself and what you bring into a 
room when you visit an individual or 
family. You have to be able to handle 
your own emotions like anger or fears 
of death or regrets over the past. Your 
reactions can impact your 
effectiveness.”  

“We need acute listening skills, and our assumptions can 
get in the way. I find being present with people in different 
parts of their lives is a blessing and fulfilling.”  

CPE student Sheneka Land’s dream of ministry began 
with the trauma of losing her 16-month-old baby girl. While 
home-schooling her four sons and working, she earned a 
bachelor’s in religious education. At 54, she completed a 
Master of Divinity at the Pentecostal Theological Seminary 
in Cleveland. CPE requires students to have an M.Div. 

“The months I spent in T.C. Thompson’s and the 
Children’s Hospital of Cincinnati with chaplains during my 
daughter’s illness helped me make some healthy decisions 
and planted a seed for chaplaincy,” Sheneka says.  

People who knew of this traumatic experience and other 
trauma Sheneka faced in her early childhood and her first 
marriage, did not recommend CPE for her, fearing it would 
resurrect those emotions. So, when she graduated in 2018, 

she took a job writing curriculum for Church of God 
Community Service Chaplains instead of pursuing CPE. 

“But, the subject of CPE kept coming up, and I kept 
wondering,” Sheneka says. “When I called CHI Memorial to 
ask about what I thought was a job opening in chaplaincy 
and found it was an opening for CPE students, I felt like I 
had been running from something God knew I needed.” 

“CPE did resurrect the trauma, but in a healing way. 
When past memories are triggered, I have learned to deal 
with them and possibly empathize more effectively. This 
CPE program has been one of the best things that ever 
happened for me. It would be good for any pastor.”   

At Hixson three days a week, Sheneka sees patients in 
the Emergency Department and ICU, as well as on a unit. 

“These can be difficult times when it’s so important to 
maintain the patient’s dignity and presence.”   

Verbatims, which are annotated conversations from a 
patient visit, are the centerpiece of CPE education. Both 
Russ and Sheneka find them difficult, but effective tools. 
“We report our conversation verbatim and also note our 
reactions – our observations and emotions. The group points 
out things we may not have been aware of,” Russ says. 
“Early on I became aware of something that triggered me 
and affected my effectiveness.” 

Sheneka realized she was avoiding interaction with a 
gentleman with alcohol poisoning and liver disease because 
of memories from her childhood of people who struggled 
with alcohol. “When I did go into that room, he was very 
kind. I listened to him pour out a lot of regrets, a lot of 
sadness, which opened my heart.” 

“We must be able to minister to culturally diverse 
groups, those of different faiths, the unchurched – everyone. 
It is different from visiting parishioners from my church.”  

Chaplain Education Program Blesses Students, Staff, Patients

CPE Class:  Bill Hawkins, Adrien Edoo, Chad Norris, Sheneka Land, Alex Lowry, Russ 
McDonald Jr. “Our instructor stresses that this is adult education. We are responsible for our 
learning and have a great group to assist us in the process.” The four men in the program 
have begun playing soccer together in a league, and all are friends. “CPE would be excellent 
for any pastor who qualifies. We encourage them to apply,” says Betsy Kammerdeiner.
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St. Luke’s Healer’s Heart Award Recipients Live Our Values  

The St. Luke’s Healer’s Heart Awards recognize and honor physicians and advanced practice providers who live 
our mission and demonstrate our values – compassion, inclusion, integrity, excellence, and collaboration. They are 
nominated by anyone in our system for recognition of a particular value, and five award winners are selected. 

Compassion: Hospitalist Dr. Roza Adamczyk demonstrates an exceptional sense of compassion with her patient-
centered care and creation of a healing environment. “She is very approachable, a great preceptor, especially for new 
students, nurse practitioners, and nurses who want to learn about neurology,” read the nomination. 

Inclusion: Sabrina Stover, a Nurse Practitioner with CHI Memorial Family Practice Associates in Cleveland, was 
nominated for her extraordinary leadership and welcoming spirit. “She has a gift of listening and including patients in 
their care. She clearly wants to make a difference in people’s lives.” 

Integrity: Hospitalist Dr. Lonard Rigsby received the integrity award for his honesty, humility, stewardship, and 
intentional decision-making. “You can always depend on him to do the right thing for the right reasons,” said Dr. Lee 
Jackson, presenting the award. “He’s calm in his demeanor, he’s measured in his speech, and he is mild in his manner.” 

Excellence: Dr. F. Lee Hamilton, Medical Director of Hospital Medicine, was honored for his exceptional actions 
that go above and beyond normal duties. “When there is a problem, Lee runs straight toward it,” said Dr. Sanford 
Sharp, chief of staff, who presented this award. “He embodies excellence in everything he does.”  

Collaboration: Dr. Jesse L. Tucker, Medical Director of Critical Care and Pulmonologist, was honored for 
bringing many voices to the table and listening to them. Dr. Tucker demonstrates a dedication to the healing team that 
always puts the patient first. 

In recent weeks, our mission “to make the healing 
presence of God known in our world by improving the 
health of the people we serve, especially those who are 
vulnerable,” has been advanced in a variety of ways.  

“Our world” and the “vulnerable” include our patients 
and fragile people in our community;  and “health” 
includes the physical, emotional, and spiritual aspects of 
life. 

The Clinical Pastoral Education Program initiated with 
volunteer assistance has now been fully certified and is 
strengthening the spiritual care on all campuses. You can 
read more about its growth on page 13. 

Our Mental Health First Aid Program continues to 
reach people online and in person in consideration of 
emotional health. We are now offering this grant-funded 
program in Spanish as well as English. 

A Community Health Advocate had been hired to help 
promote health among senior adults who live in the 
Boynton Towers. Betsy McCright with the Chattanooga 
Housing Authority and I have been working together on 
several housing projects to improve healthcare for senior 
adults in our community, and we have dreamed of hiring 
someone to do wellness visits, assess needs, and help 
residents connect with physicians.  

We received a grant from the Mission and Ministry 
fund to hire someone, and we believe we’ve found the 
perfect person. 

Rebecca Vincent is a certified life coach and a licensed 
massage therapist with an associate degree in applied 
science.She will be located at the Boynton Towers and is 
excited about connecting with the residents and staff there 
to improve the health of people “in our world.”  

Advancing the Mission of  CHI Memorial         - by Betsy Kammerdeiner

Dr. Roza Adamczyk Dr. Lee Hamilton Dr. Lonard C. Rigsby Sabrina Stover, NP 
Dr. Jesse L. Tucker 
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     Volunteer John Carden loves cars – old, fast, exotic, and new. 
He and his wife Karen volunteered at the Festival and attended 
all three days. John has held on to the 1978 Volkswagen Rabbit 

they drove on their honeymoon in 1981 and for many 
anniversary celebrations and would love to restore it.  
    “I traded my ’78 Corvette for that Rabbit, which may 
sound crazy. But at the end of the trade, I didn’t have a 
car payment and my insurance went down.”   
    “And,” Karen adds, “he knew I didn’t just love him 
for his Corvette.” 
     The Cardens saw it all this year – the Pace Grand 
Prix at the Bend on the specially-built 2.75-mile race 
track along the Tennessee River, the red Ferraris, the 
Concours d’Elegance and the Concours d’Lemon, 
which featured some old junkers and some with glass, 
jewelry, and all sorts of things glued to them.  

    “We enjoyed seeing the new electric car, the 
Volkswagen ID.4, which they are making now in 
Chattanooga. The old cars, which are a part of 
our history, are always interesting. We even went 
to the concert in the evening where people were 
dancing. The weather was perfect.” 
    At the Mecum Auction, they watched cars sell 
rapidly, reaching overall sales of nearly 600 cars 
totaling $21.2 million in the two day sale.  
    Tish Barlew and Carol McCamish were also 

among the 400 volunteers (includingCHI Memorial staff and community members) at the Festival. 
They arrived early Sunday morning prepared to scan tickets at the gate, but accepted a new assignment.  

“We were asked to stand in the parking lots of several churches and inform drivers that the lots were 
reserved for church worshippers only,” Carol says. “It was harder than we thought since drivers looking for a 
close parking space are not always honest. We shook our heads, but didn’t call them liars.”  

“When we finished our volunteer job, we went to view the amazing cars and fantasized driving them. It 
was a great experience, and we would recommend volunteering to others for another year.” 

“We are so grateful that this wonderful community event 
benefits the CHI Memorial Stroke and Neuroscience Center 

and Neuroscience Research; our program is growing 
rapidly.” - Jennifer Nicely, Foundation President 

Motorcar Festival Offers Racing, Impressive Cars, Family Fun 

Ben Carden joined his parents 
John and Karen in the family 
area, where they volunteered. 
(Below) John and Karen took a 
break during their shift and 
enjoyed the perfect weather. 

Thousands of people enjoyed the races, the 
cars, and our beautiful city, and they learned 
more about the Neuroscience Center. 

Specialists Present Symposium on Advances in Neuroscience 

During the Motorcar Festival, CHI Memorial 
presented a special opportunity to area 
physicians, nurses, advance practice providers, 
therapists, coders, and other clinicians to earn 
continuing medical education credits at a day-long symposium at 

Gilman Event Center.  
Topics included the dementias, stroke and the cardiac connection, 
new emergent treatment for stroke, current seizure management, 

causes of brain diseases, and breakthrough treatments for brain tumors and spine surgery. 
    Dr. Babu explained a new procedure for brain tumors which places a Gammatile at 

the tumor site in the skull to start radiation immediately. EMT specialist Dr. Justin Morse 
described specific skull-based brain surgeries he is doing with Dr. Babu. Dr. Devlin 
spoke on stroke treatment and current research. Dr. Hamid Shah discussed spine surgery.  

Carol McCamish and 
Tish Barlew volunteered. 

Nicolle Brown (left) moderated a Family Feud game on neuroscience topics - 
more fun than fact-based. Teams were chosen from the 87 in attendance. 

Drs. Ranjith Babu, Tom Devlin, Justin Morse, Hamid Shah 
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CHI Memorial’s new de Lellis Society recently enjoyed a Panoram Asados experience 
together. The Asado is an Argentine social celebration with seared meats and vegetables cooked 
over an open fire, paired with exotic high altitude wines. The emphasis is on slowing down, 
relaxing and connecting with those around you. Chef Mariano, a native Argentine who does 
catering, brings his portable rigs to create live-fire events.  

The de Lellis Society honors the legacy of Camille de Lellis, patron saint of hospitals and the 
sick. At age 34, he assembled a group called ‘Servants of the Sick” to care for those in need.  

 Much is happening in the Foundation – so much that details have 
spread to other pages. The Chattanooga Motorcar Festival, which so 
generously benefits our Neuroscience Center, brought thousands of 
people to downtown Chattanooga in October. (see page 15).  

Our new Event Planner Madison Ralston hit the ground running in 
November with Pink! planning and other activities. (see page 17) We 
were sad to have Christine Willingham leave after five years of 
excellence in planning fund-raising events that raised millions of dollars 
for critical hospital projects, but happy Christine stayed at CHI 
Memorial in Human Resources and grateful to have Madison join us!  

We congratulate Patti Dungan, Foundation Board Treasurer and 
Friends of CHI Memorial Co-chair, on her well-deserved honor as a 
Chattanooga Woman of Distinction with CEO Janelle Reilly. (see page 3) 

Our Advances in Healthcare Seminar featuring CHI Memorial’s Lung 
Cancer Program was well attended and appreciated. (See page 9)  

We are thankful for dedicated donors like the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 945. Sandi and James 
Bradshaw and Janet Williams recently presented a 
$2,500 check to Foundation President Jennifer Nicely. 
Over the years, this generous group has given over 
$100,000 to CHI Memorial to benefit patient services. 

de Lellis Society Supports Lung Services; Enjoys Asado Experience

Interventional Pulmonologist Krish Bhadra (left) spoke to the group of young professionals, who have chosen to support CHI Memorial 
with their gifts. The guests enjoyed connecting in a unique way with a Panoram Asado experience. 

MEL Scholarship Fund Celebrates 20 years 
    Scholarship recipients and donors were recently honored at a dinner celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the MaryEllen Locher Scholarship Fund. In the past 20 years, the fund has 
awarded 568 scholarships totaling just over $1 million. The application for the 2023-2024 
academic year is now available online.  
Any college student whose parents have 
been affected by breast cancer is eligible 
to apply. The scholarship was awarded to 
28 students for the 2022-2023 school 
year. To learn more and see a list of 
current recipients:  

https://www.memorial.org/en/chi-memorial-foundation/mel-scholar/
scholarships.htmlmelscholarshipfund 

MaryEllen Locher’s husband 
David Burd, daughter-in-law Lacy 
and son Alex attended the dinner. 
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The job description is daunting – 
must handle all the details to deliver 
high-quality memorable experiences for 
those who invest in CHI Memorial and 
raise needed funds.  

But in her first months, Madison 
Ralston is finding it to be just what she 
was looking for. “The team here is 
wonderful, so welcoming and helpful. 
Christine, who did such an outstanding 
job, spent a day with me and has left 
amazing structure – time-lines, contact 
numbers, samples, and detailed 
descriptions - and her phone number.” 

“I have been meeting with 
committees for Pink! – the Steering 
Committee, Sponsorship Committee, 
Core Committee, and the Auction 
Committee. Such a talented group of 
volunteers already working and 
dedicated to helping the hospital. I am 
absorbing a lot – and making lists.” 

“My husband jokes that my love 
language is a list, and I have also been 
an organizer.” 

Madison has had considerable 
experience planning large, successful 
events. Working at UTC in the Dean of 
Students’ office, she was responsible for 
major campus programs including 
Homecoming and Welcome Week, 
concerts, comedy shows, late night 
breakfasts, etc. 

“My goal was to keep students 
involved on campus,” Madison says. “I 

supervised student media and helped 
start new student organizations. I started 
the Parent and Family Association with 
a week full of programs.” 

As their two children got into more 
school activities, Madison wished for 
more flexibility and made a big leap 
into the mortgage industry as a loan 
officer. Even there, she was called on to 
plan several education programs, and 
she built many relationships.  

Then in 2021 as Chair of the PTA at 
Battle Academy, she was responsible for 
a huge fundraiser and realized how 
much she missed the excitement, 
challenge and rewards of event 
planning. “We did a color run the kids 
and parents loved – especially throwing 
colored powder on the principal. We 
raised an incredible $40,000.” 

That’s when she started casually 
looking for opportunities. The timing 
was perfect - for her and CHI Memorial. 

Madison grew up in Savannah, and 
loves the marsh, the beauty, the beach 
and all. “We call it the low country, and  
yes, the ‘low-country boil’ with shrimp, 
crab legs, corn, potatoes, etc. all boiled 
together began there.” 

While at Armstrong Atlantic State 
(now part of Georgia Southern), she met 
John Ralston, who was stationed at Fort 
Steward. “John served in the Navy for 
six years in Hawaii and Pearl Harbor. 
Then came back and joined the Army to 
be closer to his family in Calhoun.” 

When John joined TVA 12 years ago 
as a nuclear reactor operator at 
Sequoyah, they moved to Big Ridge, 

where they can walk to the marina, 
enjoy their pool and garden, go boating, 
and entertain friends.  

The Ralstons have two children: 
daughter Scarlet is 12 and in the sixth 
grade at Chattanooga School for the 
Liberal Arts. Her brother Sawyer is 9 
and in the fourth grade. 

They are both big swimmers, love to 
tell stories, and are huge Harry Potter 
fans. Scarlet is on the tennis team, and 
Sawyer plays on a team with the 
Chattanooga Football Club (CFC). “He 
started this summer, a more competitive 
team led by CFC coaches and players.”  

Huckleberry, a cuddly, 80-pound 
goldendoodle, and Wizard, a bossy 19-
pound cat, rounded out the family until 
her unexpected death in November. 

Meet Madison Ralston, Fundraising Event Coordinator

Frequent travelers - Scarlett, Madison, 
Sawyer, and John post in the Hall of 
Mirrors at Versailles just outside of Paris.  

Huckleberry awaiting a treat; Wizard’s typical 
sprawl - her recent death brought sadness. 

John, Sawyer, Scarlet, and Madison on a trip to London that included Harry Potter sites - 
Oxford, where some parts were filmed, Platform 9 3/4, and the Hogwarts Express. 
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Brian McCormack graduated from high school in 
Medford, Oregon, and planned to go to the University of 
California at Berkeley to become a psychiatrist.  

But God had other plans for him.  
“Because I had not established residency in California, I 

couldn’t go to the university unless I paid out-of-state 
tuition,” Brian says.  “So, I joined the Air Force to see the 
world. Ironically, after basic training and some medical 
training, I was sent to the Air Evacuation Hospital at Travis 
Air Force Base in California.” 

He served his six-year term caring for patients flown in 
from all over the world; he met and married his wife Marie; 
and completed an associate degree in allied health and a 
bachelor’s degree in education and training development. 

“Out of the Air Force, I was accepted into Harding 
School of Theology in Memphis,” Brian says. “Our two 
oldest children were born at St. Francis Hospital in 
Memphis, Tennessee, and now I’m back at a Catholic 
hospital in Tennessee. Serendipity again.” 

From Memphis, Brian went back to Medford to minister 
and joined the Oregon National Guard, which did not have a 
chaplain. “I filled in for the chaplain, and decided I wanted 
to get chaplaincy training and go back to active duty. Marie 
was favorable, and she knew what we were getting into.” 

After completing Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C., 
Brian was on the move, taking the family with him whenever 
possible. He served as Protestant Chaplain at Osan Air Base 
in Korea,  Elmendorf in Alaska, Camp Victory in Iraq, and 
Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar, providing for the spiritual health 
and morale of thousand of Airmen. 

Then Brian became Senior 
Protestant Chaplain for the 62d 
Airlift Wing at McChord in 
Washington. He received a 
Master of Military Operational 
Art and Science at Maxwell in 
Alabama and completed the 
Wing Chaplain Course at Fort 
Jackson in South Carolina.  

He then served for two years 
as Wing Chaplain in the 480th 
Intelligence, Surveillance, and 
Reconnaissance Wing at 
Langley-Eustis in Virginia; two 
years for the 14th Flying 
Training Wing at Columbus Air 
Force Base in Mississippi; and 
then back to Langley-Eustis for 
three years until he retired after 
28 years of service. 

Brian joined CHI 
Memorial’s Spiritual Care Team 
in 2022, serving on the Hixson 
campus and waiting for his wife 
to join him when their house in 
Virginia is sold.   

The McCormacks have three 
children. Daughter Katelyn is a dietitian in Nashville; Son 
Levi is looking at various training programs; and daughter 
Ashley, a pharmacy tech, is a student at William and Mary. 
The family likes to travel, and a trip to Hawaii is on their 
bucket list as the only state they haven’t visited.  

“We will enjoy exploring the scenic beauty of the 
Chattanooga area.” Brian says. “The area reminds me of 
Oregon, and I know God has led us here.” 

Some Facts about Military Chaplains 
Chaplains were added to the ranks a month after the 

creation of the Army in 1775, almost a year before the birth 
of our nation. Chaplains have been involved in every 
campaign the U.S. Military has fought. Every chaplain must 
have a Master’s of Divinity degree and be endorsed by a 
religious group. Often the chaplain is the oldest and most 
educated officer in the battalion, though not necessarily the 
most experienced in military matters. Chaplains maintain 
non-combatant status and do not make military decisions. 

Though they move up in rank, their title is always 
Chaplain. If written, it is Ch followed by the rank.  Brian 
McCormack, Ch LtCol retired as a Lieutenant Colonel. He 
was Pacific Air Force Chaplain of the Year and Intelligence, 
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Chaplain of the Year and 
earned many awards. 

Chaplain Brian McCormack and family on a vacation several 
years ago to Yellowstone National Park. (L-R) Katelyn, wife 
Marie, Ashley, Levi, and Brian. 

U.S. Air Force Chaplain (Lt. 
Col.) Brian McCormack’s 
decorations include 
Meritorious Service, 
Achievement, and 
Commendation Medals; 
Outstanding Unit Awards; 
Good Conduct Medal; 
Medals for the Iraq 
Campaign with bronze star, 
Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary and Service, 
Korean Defense Service, 
and Nuclear Deterrence 
Operations Service; plus Air 
Force Overseas ribbon long 
and short tour and Air Force 
Expeditionary Service 
Ribbon with gold border 
and one oak leaf cluster.

Led by God to Military, Chaplaincy, CHI Memorial 
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“We are excited to be moving ahead with plans for the 
new hospital on the Parkway,” says CHI Memorial 
Hospital Georgia Administrator Angela Stiggins. “We had 
to put everything on hold while Parkridge was opposing 
the hospital and appealing the Certificate of Need the 
State of Georgia granted us.” 

“Finally we can fulfill our commitment to the 
community to provide a new hospital, a commitment we 
made in 2017 when we began operating the North Georgia 
hospital. Parkridge dropped their appeal in December, but 
it has delayed us for almost a year and a half, a tactic they 
use often, which in no way serves the community. Georgia 
has changed their rules to prevent an out-of-state provider 
from appealing state-approved projects in the future.” 

“We are now finalizing architectural and design plans 
and will then bid the project out,” Angie says. “Our goal is 
to be in the new hospital by 2025. The groundbreaking 
will be later this year in late fall.” 

CHI Memorial will continue to serve the community at 
the hospital in Fort Oglethorpe for the next three years. 
Catoosa County owns the land and the building, which is 
nearly 70 years old, with some portions dating back to 
1904. Catoosa County Commissioner Chuck Harris says 
the county is making plans to create good things for the 
community in the building and on the surrounding land. 

“The support from residents in the community for their 
hospital has been heartwarming,” Angie says. “We 
appreciate the way they fought for us, held community 
meetings, put up billboards, and sent letters to Parkridge.” 

County officials have also backed CHI Memorial. In a 
recent newspaper article, Catoosa County Commissioner 
Vanita Hullander, who had a career as an EMT and  
paramedic and served as county coroner for 20 years said, 
“It is critical that we continue to have a healthcare system 
in our own community. Northwest Georgia citizens have 
relied on a hospital where several generations have been 
born and received medical care throughout their lives. I’m 
so proud that three counties (Catoosa, Walker, and Wade) 
stood up and said we’re going to have this.” 

Angie also praised the staff at CHI Memorial Georgia. 
“They have stuck by us and continued to provide excellent 
care for patients while we worked to get this hospital, 
which has been a vision for nearly 20 years. They had 
such faith, and they understand that we are the community 
hospital. Our neighbors in the community depend on us.” 

Most Major Insurances Accepted 
Angie is also happy to announce that CHI Memorial is 

now in network with most major insurance plans. “We 
have finalized negotiations and completed agreements so 
we will be accepting most government and commercial 
patients. This is very important to us.” 

Labs Awarded CAP Accreditation 
CHI Memorial Hospital Chattanooga and Georgia have 

been awarded accreditation by the Accreditation 
Committee of the College of American Pathologists 
(CAP) based on results of recent on-site inspections as 
part of the CAP's Accreditation Programs. This is the 
gold-standard in laboratory accreditation.   

Medical Director of CHI Memorial Labs Sanford 
Sharp, MD congratulated the staff for the excellence of 
their services. He said, “All the technologists and 
assistants pulled together to contribute to this success.”  

The CAP accreditation process is designed to ensure 
the highest standard of care for all laboratory patients.  
Inspectors examine the laboratory’s records and quality 
control of procedures for the preceding two years.  CAP 
inspectors also examine laboratory staff qualifications, 
equipment, facilities, safety program and record and 
overall management. On-site inspections occur every two 
years." 

Moving Ahead with New Georgia Hospital; Completion Expected 2025

Brenda Wrape, Pat McNabb, Martha Green, and Mary 
Ortwein, volunteers at CHI Memorial Georgia, were among 
those enjoying the Christmas reception for volunteers.

The $130 million hospital will feature 64 medical/surgical beds, an 
ICU, a full-service emergency department, and operating rooms and 
procedural suites. It will connect with outpatient services at the site, 
creating a single campus and establishing a central location for 
inpatient and outpatient services for North Georgia.
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Good News from CHI Memorial Hixson
     “We are excited about what is happening at CHI 

Memorial Hixson,” says Sherry Fusco, Chief Nursing 
Officer of CHI Memorial. “We have been doing some 
restructuring and reorganization of leadership in efforts to 
provide enhanced associate support while continuing our 
delivery of exceptional patient-centered quality care.” 

    “Chardonnee Calixte is a truly 
exceptional leader in the Emergency 
Department (ED), and we are seeing 
significant improvements in our 
throughput metrics under her.” 
“Our new Rapid Assessment Zone (RAZ) 
process, which utilizes existing patient 
care rooms in the ED to perform a timely 
overall assessment including triage, tests, 
a medical screening exam, and 
communications. This process requires a 

different workflow and must be done consistently to be 
effective. It has been a culture shift for the entire team, and 
they are doing wonderfully.”   

“We constantly monitor the number of ED patients who 
leave without treatment (LWT), the number of holds, 
discharges, etc., and we are seeing improvement on all 
hospital campuses. Before we instituted RAZ, the LWT 
number at Hixson was 11 or 12%, and the Hixson team has 
lowered their LWT number to only 5%, which is great.” 

“We are especially pleased that Justin 
McGehee has graciously accepted the 
Hixson Director of Nursing position and 
will transition to this role on January 23. 
He has been House Administrator at 
Glenwood on weekends. He will focus 
specifically on Hixson campus nursing, 
though nursing practices on all 
campuses will continue close 
communication.” 
“As usual at the end of the 

year, surgery has been busy,  and the census has 
remained high as we moved into the new year. 
Our nursing unit leaders, Melissa Davis and Gail 
Johnson, have done a wonderful job staffing the 
units to meet average daily census demands. They 
have also been concentrating on our patient 
experience and implementing new initiatives to 
keep our scores trending in the right direction.” 
National Recognition: An ‘A’ in Safety 

CHI Memorial Chattanooga and Hixson both 
received an ‘A’ Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade 
for Fall 2022. This national distinction 
recognizes CHI Memorial’s achievements in 
protecting patients from preventable harm and 
error in the hospital. 

Leapfrog Group CEO Leah Binder says, “An 

‘A’ Safety Grade is an outstanding achievement, not 
possible without a 24/7 effort by the entire health care 
workforce to protect patients from harm. The community 
should be proud.”  
Increase in Number of  Covid Patients 

“Volunteers should be aware that the number of Covid 
patients in all our hospitals has been creeping up; that 
number has been in double digits for that past few weeks. It 
is still important for you to take care of yourselves in all the 
proven ways to prevent or lessen the severity of this 
threatening disease.” 
Farmer’s Market Back at Hixson 
    The Lookout Farmer’s Market will be in the lobby of the 
Main Entrance on the third Tuesday of each month from 
11a.m. to 2p.m. for anyone in the 
hospital. 
Charge Nurse of  the Year 

Congratulations to Cameron Cox, 
who was named System Charge 
Nurse of the Year. Nurses are 
nominated by their teams with 
examples of their excellent 
leadership. The Nurse Professional 
Development and Recognition 
Council reads the unidentified 
nominations from all three campuses 
and votes for one. They consider all 
aspects of the nominee’s training and 
qualifications, including 
participation in shared 
governance in their unit and 
within the organization. Many 
excellent nominations each year, 
so to be selected as the overall 
system winner is a high honor. 

   Sepsis Awareness: CHI Memorial Hixson annually sponsors the Bethel Bible 
Village Superheroes 5-K Run for Hope. Many on the hospital team this year 
dressed as their favorite Superheroes to increase awareness of the risk of sepsis, 
and some won awards for their costumes.                  
   Sepsis affects more than a million Americans each year and kills up to half of 
them, but many people have never heard of this devastating illness. Sepsis 
develops when the body’s normal reaction to fight an infection goes awry. It can 
quickly become life-threatening if timely medical assistance is not sought. 

Cameron Cox. RN of 
CHI Memorial Hixson 
was named the Charge 
Nurse of the Year 2022. 

Justin McGehee 

Chardonnee Calixte
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Arts Therapy Wins National Award 

     The National Organization for Arts in Healthcare (NOAH) presented 
a first place award to CHI Memorial’s Arts Therapy and Well-Being 
Program and the Hunter Museum of American Art in the Arts 
Advancing Social Justice category. The award-winning program was 
titled “2022 Art+Issues: Art, Health, and Social Justice. First place 
winners received $500 and free registration to the conference.”   
    “We are truly excited about this award and the collaboration involved 

in the presentation,” says Arts Therapy and Well-Being Manager Chyela Rowe. You can see the program at  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-HgQ52U8RY 

“We had over 100 guests in the audience and were able to showcase the work of artist Willie Cole as presented by 
poet and creative strategist Erika Roberts, musician Rick Rushing, and dance of the Pop-Up Project. People entered 
freely into a discussion of the issues and provided input on which we evaluated the effectiveness.  

The NOAH Arts in Health Awards were presented in three categories at the annual NOAH Conference in Baltimore 
in November. The awards are open to artists working in all media or arts in health programs in major hospitals and 
universities around the country. Entries must demonstrate an arts project or initiative in a health setting that measurably 
improved the health or wellbeing of the intended population.  
Recharge Suite a Popular Spot 

“More and more people are using the Recharge Suite, which is exactly what 
we hoped. We have had to rearrange things and set up a folding table to create 
more space,” Chyela says. “The lactation room is used frequently by mothers 
on the Glenwood campus.” 

“We have opened a Suite at CHI Memorial Georgia and have plans to 
expand to Hixson in the future. Employees are able to listen to music or play an 
instrument, sit in the quiet space, enjoy a cup of hot tea, make art, or enjoy 
socializing.” We offer educational resources and support for overall well 
being.   

New Art Exhibits Going Up 
“The Beautiful Ruin,” Jennifer Kring’s exhibit, near 

Surgery Services entrance at Glenwood, features 
messages of redemption, faith, and hope through 
repurposed discarded books.  

“Jennifer shared with me that she conceived of this 
project when she was contemplating experiences 
related to her health and how we see ourselves as we 
age; then she found the encyclopedia set, once a prized 
possession, but now discarded in a free bin outside a 
used book store,” Chyela says.  

“She felt a personal connection with the books as a metaphor for aging, changing bodies.  
She used the ‘altered book’ approach to work through ideas of renewal and reclaim value for 
herself and the books. It was a way for her to process her journey. Titles include Silent 
Surrender, Breaking Light, Hollow Tooth, Arise, Found.” 

Another exhibit features the work of self-taught artists, some who have been creating for 
years and some who began recently creating for their own enjoyment.  Adrienne Powell picked 
up an artist brush for the first time at age 53. Her inspiration comes from her own photographs, 
and the iconic bridges of Chattanooga are one of her favorite subjects. The collection at CHI 
Memorial Glenwood is painted on wood panels with acrylic. 

For Black History Month, an exhibit of paintings of Black leaders from Chattanooga 
includes the story of each leader, a collaborative effort with UTC’s history and art departments. 

Jessica Lassiter and Desiree Mitchell, both 
inventory specialists, visit the Recharge Suite 
multiple times a week to create art. 

New exhibits include the 
“Altered Book” series by 
Jennifer King and 
paintings by Adrienne 
Powell. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-HgQ52U8RY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-HgQ52U8RY
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Pink! A Wonderful Time 
“After trying the open air venue last year 

and struggling to keep things going, this year’s 
Pink! was wonderful,” says Foundation 
President Jennifer Nicely. “We were back in 
the Convention Center, and everything went 
smoothly.” 

“We appreciated the help of the volunteers 
so much and were 
happy several were 
able to attend to honor 
breast cancer patients.” 

In the next issue of 
CHATS, we will have 
pictures and financial 
results 
   “I         Chattanooga”     

Remember to Shop These Sales 
1. Sterling, Purses and More! - Glenwood February 2 and 3 

Showcasing 1,000s of fashion accessories for men, women 
and children. Stop by and have fun shopping while supporting 
the CHI Memorial Auxiliary to benefit patient services! 

2. Collective Goods (Formerly Books are Fun) - Hixson March 
27 and 28; Glenwood March 30 and 31. A wide variety of 
items - much more than books. Something for everyone.

CHATS produced and edited by Joyce Dick 

1.     Readers are needed to review applications for the MaryEllen Locher Scholarship. For 20 years, the MEL 
scholarships have been offered for college students whose parents have been affected by breast cancer. (see page 15) In 
2022, 28 scholarships were awarded. The Foundation has begun receiving applications for 2023 with a deadline of mid-
February. These must be evaluated carefully according to certain guidelines.  “We like to have four or five different 
people read each application,” says Foundation President Jennifer Nicely. “Then we begin the decision process. If you 
would be willing to help with reading several applications, please contact me at 495.4141.” 

2.     Volunteers could be a huge help with preparations for a brand new family-
friendly event – the River City Ribbon Run, which will honor all cancer types. 
People can choose the ribbon(s) that represents the cancer(s) concerning them. 
“This event on April 22 will morph the Elizabeth Outrun Melanoma Run into one 
that creates awareness of all cancers and emphasizes prevention and protection,” 
Jennifer says. “The family-friendly run will be held at Chattanooga State with 
activities for the children, food trucks, music, and fun. We are really excited about 
it, and have many things that volunteers could help prepare in advance. If you can 
help, please contact Event Coordinator Madison Ralston at 495.7465.  

Volunteers Are Needed for Foundation Events

Holocaust Exhibit in Chattanooga till Feb. 27

CHI Memorial is one of the sponsors of the Holocaust Exhibit that 
opened on January 27, International Holocaust Remembrance Day, at 
the Chattanooga Public Library. This traveling exhibition from the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum will be open on the 3rd Floor, free to 
visitors, until February 27. Library hours are Monday-Thursday, 8-7; 
Friday-Saturday 9-6; Sunday closed. 

Mission Integration Director Betsy Kammerdeiner recommends it 
highly. “The exhibit details how Americans responded to news of Nazi 
actions against the Jews, and reminds us how quickly it happened and 
how many stood by and did nothing. The largest group of people during 
the Holocaust were bystanders. Maybe we would have reacted 
differently, but it is important to think about so we don’t allow anything 
like it to happen again. I hope many of you can attend.” 

On opening night Peter Hayes, professor of history at Northwestern 
and author of 13 books on the history of Nazi Germany and the 
Holocaust, spoke on “Why wasn’t the Holocaust prevented or 
stopped?” Several special events are scheduled. For more information: 
Go to https://chattlibrary.org/exhibition/ 


